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as a pilot, so they made him an observer and sent him
out to France to join the Independent Force which was
under the command of Lord Trenchard, and which
was then operating in the East of France. His job1
was the unpleasant one of sitting in the nose of an
' F. E. sD ' machine with a Rolls-Royce ' Eagle'
engine behind him and his pilot, while they flew over
the Vosges to bomb German towns and military
centres. His War service ended in a ' crash' in the
dark, while his machine was landing. He got off with
a fractured astragalus which brought him to hospital
at Hampstead.

Shortly after the War he married Dr. Marie Stopes,
who besides being an authority on sociology is also
a Doctor of Science and one of the world's leading
authorities on coal.   They and their son live to-day
at Norbury Park, between Dorking and Leatherhead.
To return, however, to the activities of our firm.
As the War continued it became obvious that we
would require much larger works in order to maintain
the output of ' Avro' trainers.    Fortunately or un-
fortunately, Mather and Platt had just completed a
huge new extension to their works which lay close to
our own factory.   As they did not think they would
want these new premises we arranged to rent them
from the firm.   I did not care for the idea of being
in a rented works.   Also I did not like the position
of having our works in Manchester.   I thought that
the Navy would more or less go into the air and that
flying-boats would be used extensively for Unking up
the Empire;   I conceived the idea of establishing
modern new works and a garden city of our own for
the  employees  somewhere  on   the  south  coast  of
England where we could build aeroplanes or flying-
boats, or both, according to their demand, and our
employees could breathe God's fresh air.
So my wife and I motored round the Southampton